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WHITEPAPER:

Body Worn Video Pioneers
Provided that the ‘output’ is ‘captured’ on systems that are ‘fit for purpose’,
Body Worn Video (BWV) systems provide compelling Video and audio that
is fully admissible and increasingly used as vital evidence in court.
Body worn video systems are now critical technology for reducing threats,
violence and complaints against police officers and other BWV users,
improving policy and transparency in public relations, reducing offender
complaints and speeding up the administration of justice.
Security threats are evolving faster and faster in a
globalised and internet-woven world, making it tough
to find adequate responses to the shifting demands.
Innovation is therefore crucial to keep in pace with
the new challenges and small agile companies are
often ideal prime movers for innovation in this field.
Audax® are worldwide leaders and Pioneers in
developing Body Worn Video (BWV) technology. We
first started with product demonstrations in July
2005 at a G8 Summit and led the World in 2006 with
our joint project with Devon & Cornwall Police / UK
Home Office which led to the first ever standards

and guidance document for BWV being produced.
In recent years we have again led the UK Security
Industry as we were the First UK Security SME ever
funded by the European Union H2020 Instrument
in a Phase 2 project and recently were named as
the Communication Systems Award winner at the
Counter Terror Awards held at SCTX in March 2018.

STANDARDS AND INNOVATION –
WHERE THEY HAVE GONE WRONG?

The increasing use of Body Worn Video (BWV) has
led to governments and police agencies recognising
the requirement for a standard in the manufacture of
BWV systems, coupled with a code of practice and
specific guidance on the deployment and use of BWV.
It is this guidance that has dictated the form factor
(look and feel) and the technical aspects, which now
differ little from the numerous suppliers and the
smaller ‘pool’ of quality product manufacturers. This
has encouraged a ‘race to the bottom’ on pricing and,

“We expect to see over one
million body worn cameras in
use globally by 2021”
Source: Wearable Technology in Public Safety
- The Dominant Role of Bodyworn Cameras
- Beecham Research
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“The global market for body-worn camera is expected to
reach about 1472.67 Million USD by 2021 from 259.50 Million
USD in 2016, registering a Compounded Annual Growth Rate
(CAGR) of 41.51% during the analysis period, 2016-2021”
Source: Global Body-Worn Camera Market Research Report 2017 - Wise Guy Reports

while this might sound beneficial to the Tax Payer,
some manufacturers have thus compromised on
product quality.
It is this falling in quality / durability that now means a
number of these products are non-compliant against
this guidance. It is this area that is so often overlooked
by the Procurement and purchasing departments in
the preparation of tenders and the reviewing of quotes
trying to sort the ‘wheat from the chaff’. Price and
size of the Company seems to be the salient factors
for selection and recent examples of large companies
failing, shows that this criteria is flawed. It is also
these ‘standards’ produced by government and police
agencies that have in effect stifled innovation, with
‘new’ products being produced each year all seemingly
from the same mould.
Let’s face it, BWV cameras are just that – they are
cameras. They are a tool to ‘capture’ evidence in a
secure manner. However what if they could be of more
use to the ‘officer’ and still meet the market average
cost of a standard BWV Camera – would this be the
Innovation that has been missing?

STANDARDS AND INNOVATION –
WHERE THEY HAVE GONE RIGHT?

By reacting and having listened to ‘coal face’
professionals in the Emergency Services, Transport
security and Border control to what they actually
require to assist them in their work, Audax® have
produced a market disrupting innovation which
is feature rich, highly competitive and the future
‘Benchmark’ of the market.

BIO-AX®, is the next-generation complete ‘eco’ system,
from Audax®, that ‘fuses’ secure evidential video
gathering with active user protection and providing
the capability of adding other tools and technology.
Leading the way in the industry, it is designed to
meet the New British Standard 8593: 2017 and to
aid in organisations compliance with the New EU
General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) which is
enforceable from 25 May 2018.
Integrating High Security and AES 256 encryption with
GPS mapping and lone worker safety features all in a
rugged and lightweight form; this disruptive innovation
would aid in the protection and security of all citizens
and officers. Bio-AX® also contains an enhanced
staff ‘safety blanket’ alarm feature, with capability for
remote access, remote memory wipe and redaction
software all built in to a ‘Security and Privacy by
design’ product.
Coupled with GPS Google Mapping, all user actions
from the Bio-AX® are logged, creating a complete chain
of custody, from signing a device out, to streaming live
footage, to securely uploading any evidence. For the
first time, Bio-AX® gives organisations the capability
to audit their actions for compliance, and the power to
deploy the correct resources, with a live ‘eye and ear on
the ground’ perspective.
Headquartered in Plymouth, and now with new satellite
offices in both Northern England and in Brussels,
Belgium; this has enabled Audax® to liaise better with
their customer base and EU partners. Audax® have
developed and written the software ourselves, thus
retaining full ownership and therefore security. There
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is no link to the Far East with our software, as with so
many other BWV Systems where software has been
written and then badged as ‘Western’, and thus we are
far more compliant with GDPR than others.
We have also reacted to the requirements of our
customers and have, in a world first, partnered with
academia in an attempt to improve standards and
learning which will aid in understanding and compliance.
City of Westminster College is Central London’s Top
Vocational FE College and in another Industry first, in
collaboration with Audax®, the College is now running
the first accredited Body Worn Video (BWV) course.

This dynamic course structure provides the knowledge
to use BWV appropriately and proportionately to
ensure safety, security and the privacy of people being
recorded. The Course is applicable to all existing and
potential users and managers of BWV, system owners
and suppliers, taking into account how the visual and
audio data is captured, viewed, and stored securely.
It will also enhance both the public and private
sectors best practice guidelines, and management
structure and can be tailored to be bespoke to support
organisations specific risk assessment requirements,
demonstrating their commitment to operational best
practice within the law. █

For more dynamic reading, see this Company Video which features an
interview with EASME and more information about Bio-AX®:

audaxsecurity.co.uk

@audaxsolutions

info@audaxit.co.uk

